VOL. 14 * NO. 71 | 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 7, 2021 


| POLITICO.COM 


DEMOCRACY UNDER SIEGE 


Trump rioters storm the Capitol, halting election certification 


Congress expected to reconvene to certify Biden’s win 
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Pro-Trump extremists storm the Capitol on Wednesday after rallying to support President Donald Trump in his unfounded charges of election fraud and to protest the congressional Electoral 
College certification process. “I just had to evacuate my office because of a pipe bomb reported outside,” Rep. Elaine Luria tweeted. 


‘What happened here today 
was an insurrection’ 


BY SARAH FERRIS, OLIVIA BEAVERS, MELANIE ZANONA, 
BURGESS EVERETT AND MARIANNE LeVINE 


Pro-Donald Trump rioters 
overwhelmed the U.S. Capitol 
Police and stormed Congress on 
Wednesday afternoon, interrupt- 
ing the certification of Joe Biden’s 
Electoral College win and throwing 
the Hill into panic. 


Democrats retake the 
Senate with Georgia sweep 
The chamber’s balance of power will strike even 


at 50-50, allowing Vice President-elect Kamala 
Harris to cast tie-breaking votes 
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Shortly after 2:30 p.m., law- 
makers, staff and reporters were 
forced to shelter in place and sev- 
eral House office buildings were 
evacuated because of potential 
bomb threats. Vice President Mike 


CAPITOL on page 10 
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President Donald Trump urged 
his supporters to march down 
Pennsylvania Avenue. 


“Whatever it takes. These thugs 
are not running us off; 


BY KYLE CHENEY, BURGESS EVERETT, HEATHER CAYGLE, 
MELANIE ZANONA, AND SARAH FERRIS 


Both the House and Senate were 
set to certify Joe Biden’s Electoral 
College win Wednesday night af- 
ter the day was marred by a vio- 
lent pro-Trump mob storming the 
Capitol. 

“Today, a shameful assault 


was made on our democracy. It 
was anointed at the highest level 
of government,” Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi wrote to her members. “It 
cannot, however, deter us from 
our responsibility to validate the 
ELECTORAL COLLEGE on page 11 


How Biden to tap Merrick Garland Matt 
Warnock won for attorney general Wuerker 
Preacher fused Old The pick comes after Democrats are poised to The cartoonist’s 
and New South to gain control of the Senate, making the task of daily take on the 
win Georgia. finding a replacement for the judge far easier. world of politics. 
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